
  

 

Newsletter 43, JUNE 2, 2026 

Rotary meets 

weekly at 

Tosaria’s Café 

60 Henderson Rd 
Rowville 

Tuesday 6.30 pm for               
7.00 pm start 

 

Meetings are hybrid unless      
indicated otherwise 

Zoom meeting link  
Visitors are warmly  welcome 

Contact : 

President Bob Morris 
0416105326 

 

 

Home Club of  

DGN Murray Wilson 

PDG Daryl Moran 

Satellite Club meets 
at Tosaria’s Café 

Alternate Thursdays at 

7:30am 

Contact :                           

Chair: Kevin Harrison     

0419919011 

This week’s meeting……. 

With our planned guest speaker, local bee expert 
Michael Johnson, sidelined by ankle surgery, this 
week’s meeting took on a different shape. The 
evening unfolded into a rich mix of  recognition, 
updates and a thoughtful look at how we serve our 
community.    

The night began with some outstanding news. Last 
Friday evening at the President’s Meeting,  our club 
was awarded the District Gold Award for       
International Projects — and not one of several, 
but the only gold across the entire district. Through 
the work of  Satellite Club member Jen Luu,     
supported by Alan and others, our international project in Cambodia was judged the best in the 
district. A loud “Go Satellite Club!” summed up the mood in the room. 

  

On top of that, the club also received a  
District Silver Excellence Award. As was 
said with a smile, we don’t do what we do 
for rewards and recognition. However, 
whilst service is the heart of Rotary, it’s  
encouraging to see our efforts recognised 
amongst our peers. Well done Rowville-
Lysterfield Rotary! 

 

 

 

Jenny reported on the hugely successful Girls’ Night 
Out, which raised $8,000 for the Julia Argyrou Centre 
for Endometriosis Research. The new venue proved an      
excellent choice, with great feedback on the room, food 
and service. A long list of  members were thanked for 
roles ranging from sponsorship and raffle management 
to flowers, balloons and the now‑traditional “tuxedo 
t‑shirt” waiters. Planning has already begun for next 
year’s 10th event, with a target of $10,000 firmly in sight. 

The meeting then shifted to a more strategic focus with 
the introduction of a Community  Assessment for Rowville and Lysterfield. Andy outlined the 
plan to use Rotary International’s tools and templates to fully understand who lives in our area, 
what they care about, and where Rotary can genuinely add value. The assessment will combine 
conversations, surveys and data research, matched against our club’s capabilities so we don’t 
over‑promise or set ourselves up to fail. Members were invited to join the Community          
Assessment team — with roles ranging from talking to locals to quietly analysing ABS and  
council data at home. Anyone who would like to be on this important committee is asked to 
please contact Andy. 

The girls meeting prior to our club 

meeting to discuss the very       

successful Girls’ Night Out. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7721058587?pwd=b0V2MERPaFI1T2lCTUpBb0lWVktMQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7721058587?pwd=b0V2MERPaFI1T2lCTUpBb0lWVktMQT09#success
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AWARDS 

 We then moved to years‑of‑service milestones, catching up on a few that had slipped by. 

• Tony Harrison -  15 years 

• Kevin Harrison - 15 years  

• John Williams -  10 years 

• Corinne Baillie - 5 years 

• Arshad Samsudeen - 5 years 

And President Bob himself -  five years in Rotary, including a term he once swore he would never 
take on! 

Congratulations to all of these members, who continue to make a difference in the lives of others. 

THIS WEEK’S MEETING (CONT’D)                                                  
SHEBA UPDATE -  DR. SHARIF 

  

After dinner, the meeting shifted to a more global focus as we welcomed Dr Sharif, who provided an inspiring and  informative 
update on the remarkable work being carried out through SHEBA, our long‑standing partner organisation in Bangladesh. For 
newer members, this partnership has been running for 12 years, and the impact achieved with relatively modest funding       
continues to be extraordinary. 

Dr Sharif began by sharing news that the club’s support has helped establish a new primary healthcare centre on the outskirts of 
Dhaka. The clinic now operates six days a week with both male and female GPs, offers after‑hours care, and provides heavily 
discounted pathology and ultrasound services. A monthly childhood immunisation clinic has also been launched in partnership 
with the government, along with weekly outreach visits to surrounding villages. 

 Dr Sharif spoke about the sewing training centre in Dinajpur, where unemployed women are learning skills to establish 
home‑based micro‑enterprises. Thirty‑five women have already graduated, with more in training. The vocational scholarship 
program is also thriving, supporting nursing and paramedic students into secure employment. 

 A major highlight was the announcement of Blindness Prevention Program – Phase Two, delivered in partnership with global 
eye‑care organisation Orbis. The goal is ambitious: to make the local government area of Koilal cataract‑free by February next 
year. All surgeries, transport, lenses, follow‑up care and hospital costs will be provided at no charge to patients. 

 Dr Sharif also shared the results of the club‑funded $1 Screening Program, which tested 2,500 people for diabetes, hypertension 
and kidney disease — many for the first time in their lives. The findings were so significant they were published in an           
international medical journal and widely reported in Bangladeshi media.  

The good doctor, also invited us to the annual SHEBA fundraiser, scheduled for later this year in October/November. It is 
always a fun night where our Rotary Club is held in very high regard and those gathered show their appreciation of our         
assistance and support of the SHEBA program  and the far reaching, valuable work that it does. 

 The room responded with warm applause and deep appreciation for Dr Sharif’s leadership, compassion and tireless            
commitment. As was said on the night, “He may not be the tallest man in the room, but he leaves the biggest footprint.” 

We thank Dr. Sharif for sharing all the current news with SHEBA and the wonderful things that are being achieved  in Bangladesh under his   
direction. 



 

UPCOMING  CLUB DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

TUES 9th June - NO MEETING -  Club Cinema /Indoor  Barefoot Bowls Night. Please let Kaye know 

if you are attending                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

TUES 23rd June - CLUB CHANGEOVER EVENING - Waverley Golf and Bowls Club, Bergins Road, 

Rowville  

SAT 11th July– Brunch at Tosaria with Guest Speaker  Louise Perryman from Knox Police - Tosaria 10am 

 

Date Registration Chair 
Setup and 

Production 
Program 

JUNE - Fellowship 

9th June NO MEETING - CLUB SOCIAL NIGHT                                                                                                                                

16th June Glennys Cheryl 
Alan 

Kevin 
Earlyact Club Parkridge PS—update 

23rd June NO MEETING—CLUB CHANGEOVER—Waverley Golf and Bowls Club 

4th June Muffins Marg, Fiona, Heather & Bob, Anita & Rajeev 

18th June Muffins Mary, Corinne, Pete & Sue, Glennys & Howard 

PROGRAM 
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MUFFINS ROSTER 

The Soup Roster will begin on Wed 17th June and run monthly until the 4th November. If you are able to  assist 

with this please let Glennys and Howard know so that the roster can be finalised. Each soup maker will need to 

provide 5 litres of soup. 

Muffins involves 2 Teams of 4 households who provide 12 Muffins once a month. This means that we are     

providing muffins every fortnight but members are only providing them once a month. 

Although we have been asked by Foothills to continue with Muffins and Soup, we need to know who is available to 

help. Please reply your wishes on WhatsApp to Marg or email Glennys and Howard  directly so that they can     

organise a roster. 

CLUB SOCIAL NIGHT -  THE DANDENONG CLUB NEXT TUESDAY 9TH JUNE 

BAREFOOT BOWLS 6:15-6:30pm FOLLOWED BY DINNER IN THE BISTRO AT 7:30pm 

Barefoot Bowls is a lot of fun and the cost is only $10 per head. Kaye has organised dinner in the Bistro 

following the bowls. If you would just like to join in with the dinner, you are more than welcome. Either 

way, please let Kaye know what you would like to participate in! 



 

  Makers and Bakers Market at the Rowville 

Community  Centre, Fulham Road Rowville. 

 SUNDAY   

 7th June  

  9am—2pm 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16QvHXSGDYayD5DYgq0mZkKUC-rNe3MLA/

edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108019844417789794781&rtpof=true&sd=true  

NEXT BUNNINGS BBQ THIS FRIDAY 5th JUNE 

 

Roster is full for this one but Friday 19th June has some vacancies. Please add your name if you are available. 

 

 

Bunnings BBQs 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17MgWI6b0-pgyBCOxnsxee5WVuqVP-IpCgW9HpQbmfdI/edit?
gid=1103626758#gid=1103626758 

Latest Market News    

Next Sunday we will set up in the kitchen to continue providing Bacon and Egg Rolls and then Hot Dogs, which will be much easi-

er to manage. Members with certification will still be required due to the bacon and egg rolls. Bob reminded everyone that getting 

the certification is not difficult and that he would love to see a few more members doing the safe food handling unit online. To do 

the assessment click on the link. 

 

 

DoFoodSafely  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16QvHXSGDYayD5DYgq0mZkKUC-rNe3MLA/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108019844417789794781&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16QvHXSGDYayD5DYgq0mZkKUC-rNe3MLA/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108019844417789794781&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17MgWI6b0-pgyBCOxnsxee5WVuqVP-IpCgW9HpQbmfdI/edit?gid=1103626758#gid=1103626758
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17MgWI6b0-pgyBCOxnsxee5WVuqVP-IpCgW9HpQbmfdI/edit?gid=1103626758#gid=1103626758
https://dofoodsafely.health.vic.gov.au/index.php/en/
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OH WHAT A NIGHT!!!!!!! 

The decision to change venue for the annual Girls’ Night Out took some courage, but there 

is no doubt this event in the new  venue, Mulgrave Country Club, was a raging success. The 

room was beautifully presented, the food gained very positive reviews and the very up-to-

date technology was able to be put to good use in a number of ways. 

Due to the hard work of the committee promoting the event and seeking donations, 135 

ladies were booked in and an enormous array of raffle prizes and silent auctions were on 

offer. The impact walking in to see all the cellophane wrapped goodies was quite 

breathtaking. As the guests arrived, the men were kept busy selling raffle tickets, balloons, books 

etc and there was brisk activity at the silent auction tables. The yellow balloons really added a pop 

of colour to the room, complementing the yellow napkins. 

Our guest speaker, Veronica Abruzzo from the Julia Argyrou Centre 

for research into endometriosis, was charming and gave an informative 

presentation. She was accompanied by Heather Maynier, the Research 

Donor Relations Manager at Epworth Healthcare. Both women were very 

appreciative of being invited.  

The success of this event was in no small measure due to the enthusiastic 

efforts of so many members of the club, too numerous to mention. To 

everyone involved, from major donors, those who sourced the venue, donations and tables of friends, 

our menfolk who worked hard all night, our MC, tech guru, planning committee, speaker liaison, book 

wrappers, balloon blowers, hamper  wrappers….thank you all. 

When the takings were tallied and tyro details accessed, the final result was an 

amazing $8000 to be donated to the Julia Argyrou Centre! Well done, Rotary 

Club of Rowville Lysterfield. 

 

 

Veronica Abruzzo 

The balloon blowers working 

Heather with          

DGE  Emma and  

DGN Murray 
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MC Daryl, doing 

what he    does 

best. 
The Mystery 

Books were 

popular 

Jenny presenting the cheque 

which has now grown to a 

magnificent $8000!!!!! 

Our sincerest thanks to all the 

ladies who dug deep to make 

this possible. 

Some Endometriosis facts: 

- Affects 10% (190mill) females globally 

- 1 in 9  Australians affected 

- Common symptoms include severe or    

persistent pain associated with  periods,    

infertility, fatigue and heavy periods 

- Often progressive - symptoms worsen 

- Average 7yrs between onset and diagnosis       

Chances are high that you know someone 

with this debilitating disease. 

1st Prize winner of Mystery Balloons, 

Sue Freeston. $500 cash from Kath 

Williams 

And Sue, again, as the winner of the Reverse 

Raffle. A $400 Travel Voucher from Jenni 

Marr, Helloworld Vermont South 
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COMMUNITY 

GWS COMMUNITY RAFFLE - PLEASE RETURN ASAP 

 

Marg has provided a flyer for the upcoming  

Knox Neighbourhood Policing Forum for 

those who may be interested this community 

event. 

With an extensive list of topics to be explored, 

this should be an informative forum with 

plenty of opportunity for people to ask ques-

tions of the  Victoria Police panel. 

Registration using the QR code is required. 

Just a reminder that the GWS Community Raffle tickets are 

due back to Heather as she has to account for every single 

ticket whether it is sold or not. 

Please try hard to sell these to family, friends and          col-

leagues as every dollar in sold tickets is returned to our club 

for use on our various projects. 

Three great prizes and only $2 per ticket. 

Transfer money from sold tickets into the club fundraising 

account or give cash to Heather along with the ticket stubs 

or unsold books. Best to put these into an envelope or zip-

lock bag with your details clearly marked on the front. 

Please return all tickets, sold or unsold ASAP 

Club Account BSB 633-000    Account No. 156363616 
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District 9815 CHANGEOVER NIGHT 

CLUB CHANGEOVER - BOOKINGS NOW OPEN 
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Our Youth Chair, Cheryl, updated us on Park Ridge PS Earlyact Club’s “Big Freeze Day” fundraising for MND, our RYLA candi-
dates Liam and Violet will be off to RYLA next month, the Primary School Speech Competition is coming up on 17th August, 
and an exciting STEM Science and Engineering Challenge partnership with Deakin and Monash on 16th and 17th June.     Mem-
bers are encouraged to volunteer for this exciting event. Please see details on the flyers….no experience necessary. 

STOP PRESS!!!!!! 

The Earlyact Club raised $500 at 

their MND Fundraiser today!!   

Fantastic effort! 

YOUTH NEWS 

The Science and Engineering Challenge is a nationwide STEM program 
founded by The University of Newcastle and delivered in partnership 
with Rotary Clubs, Deakin University Burwood and Monash University 
Clayton. The program brings together teams of Year 9 and 10 students 
for an exciting day of hands-on challenges, friendly competition, and   
creative problem-solving across science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM). 

From building bridges to robotic hands, students work together to test 
their skills, think outside the box, and have fun competing against  oth-
er schools.  

Get ready to inspire the next generation of engineers, scientists, and 
innovators! We’re now calling for enthusiastic volunteers to help make 
the 2026 Challenge a success.   

For those unfamiliar with the Science and Engineering Challenge, you 

can watch this short video which highlights the program: 

 

To volunteer 16 or 17 June at Deakin Burwood: 

 

 

To volunteer 17 July at Monash Clayton: 

https://youtu.be/9_1W6lx-2sM?si=lIj3SEAGCrgz24r8  

Qualtrics Survey | Qualtrics Experience Management  

 Volunteer Registration Monash University Science and Engineering 

Challenge  

https://youtu.be/9_1W6lx-2sM?si=lIj3SEAGCrgz24r8
https://researchsurveys.deakin.edu.au/jfe/form/SV_1NBwVE6eOLD9VRk
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VrumnVO_8kKOe1PJt7r_Usm5pWVwfNVEjYv2eyExf9dUNzlGNzM3SVRWNVVSV05WQ1BSVDFYSDBZNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VrumnVO_8kKOe1PJt7r_Usm5pWVwfNVEjYv2eyExf9dUNzlGNzM3SVRWNVVSV05WQ1BSVDFYSDBZNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VrumnVO_8kKOe1PJt7r_Usm5pWVwfNVEjYv2eyExf9dUNzlGNzM3SVRWNVVSV05WQ1BSVDFYSDBZNC4u
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Member News Snippets….. 

 MEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

JUNE 

Jenni - 5th 

Robin Y - 5th 

Janine - 6th 

Cheryl - 8th 

Mary - 14th 

Max - 12th 

Pete - 21st 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominations and referrals are NOW OPEN and John W  stressed the importance of our club members thinking about which 

businesses they would like to nominate. He has been busy visiting many Rotary clubs in the area to encourage them to nomi-

nate their own businesses or to refer businesses they know. 

John  discussed the Awards and highlighted the three methods for businesses to participate:  

First, a referrer can nominate a business by filling out a form, which prompts an email to the nominated company.  

Second, businesses can apply directly for specific awards, with questions tailored to the chosen category.  

Lastly, the People's Choice Award is open to all businesses, allowing anyone to vote once for multiple businesses.  

The Knox Business Awards recognise businesses in four categories: Community Champion Award, Customer Excellence 

Award, Innovation and Growth Award and Young Business Leader Award. The system automates the nomination process, 

making it simple for the public to promote the awards.  

John showed us the website and how easy and streamlined the process is and hopes that we can all become involved to some 

level. 

 

Next week, Robyn and Alan will be taking a well 

deserved  holiday in the Kimberley on a cruise. 

We wish them a wonderful, relaxing time away. 

Enjoy the sunshine! 

KNOX BUSINESS AWARDS 

https://knoxbusinessawards.com.au/ 

https://knoxbusinessawards.com.au/


DISTRICT 9815 CONFERENCE 2027—Save the date……. 
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   DISTRICT 9815 SURVEY 

You should have received  the following email  a couple of weeks ago. 

 

 

This email is sent to all D9815 Rotarians from the District 9815 G-Train –        

DG Peter, DGE Emma & DGN Murray.  

  

We (DG Peter Behm, DGE Emma Clark & DGN Murray Wilson) are building a strong, connected and future-focused     
District 9815. We have developed a survey so that we can learn about you, as we are keen to explore any untapped resources 
and skillsets in our District 9815 community!  

  

By completing the survey you can let us know your worklife experience, the skillset which you have developed and any      
passions, which you would like to share and which would benefit members of the District. We also want to know where you 
think we should focus in the next 1 - 3 years. 

  

Completing this Expression of Interest will help us align your skills, passions and availability with meaningful opportunities at 
both Club and District level. The estimated completion time is short. Only 5–8 minutes. 

  

So please copy this Survey link into your browser and fill out the form: https://forms.gle/J87YBRCCK2Wyb3jH9 

  

Thank you for your time and interest. 

  

District 9815 G-Train – DG Peter, DGE Emma & DGN Murray 

  

Emma Clark 

District Governor Elect 

DISTRICT 9815 

CONFERENCE 2027 

OFFICIAL LAUNCH JULY 10TH 

SAVE THE DATE 

RYDGES HUNTER VALLEY RESORT 
N.S.W. 

12-14 MARCH, 2027 

https://forms.gle/J87YBRCCK2Wyb3jH9
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Let’s support our members…. 

 



Let’s support our members….. 
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President             Bob Morris                                Secretary             Heather Morris 

Vice President    Murray Wilson Treasurer            Neil White 

President Elect   Andy Round Immediate Past President  Jenny Moran 

President Nominee  Marg Vesey  

CONTACT DETAILS 

2025-2026 BOARD MEMBERS  

 2025-2026 COMMITTEE CHAIRS  and OTHER ROLES 

Club website: https://www.rowvillerotary.com.au/  

District website :  https://rotary9815.org.au 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Rowville-

Lysterfield-171446576246728/?ref=bookmarks 

 

Community Service 

Chair 

Marg Vesey Program Committee Marg Vesey 

Heather Morris 

Youth Service Chair         Cheryl Harrison Facebook   

International Service Alan Lunghusen Website    Andy Round 

Chair  Newsletter  Corinne Baillie 

Environment Chair Gary Forrest Rowville Secondary College 

Council Rep 

Rajeev Wadhwa 

Vocational Chair John Williams On-to-Conference Heather Morris 

Foundation  Neil White Rowville Lysterfield  

Community News  

Jenny Moran 

Membership  Kevin Harrison Social Convenor Kaye Sharman 

Club Protection Officer     Bob Morris Muffin and Soup Roster Kate Kidd 

Makers and Bakers Bob Morris Art Show Chair Jenny Moran 

Market           

BBQ Coordinators               Ian Vesey   

 Marg Vesey   

War Memorial            

Project Chair 

Daryl Moran   

       

https://www.rowvillerotary.com.au/
https://rotary9815.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Rowville-Lysterfield-171446576246728/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Rowville-Lysterfield-171446576246728/?ref=bookmarks

