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Please Donate to  

The Kiriwina Education Aid Project 

To enable students to further their education 

RAWCS | Donation  https://donations.rawcs.com.au/6-2018-19 

The Kiriwina  Aid Project 

To fund maintenance for the Primary School Toilet System and School Desks 

RAWCS | Donation  https://donations.rawcs.com.au/24-2015-16 

For more information :  Email alan@lunghusen.com   Mobile +61 0488 033 133  http://www.rowvillerotary.com.au/kiriwina.html 

https://donations.rawcs.com.au/6-2018-19
https://donations.rawcs.com.au/24-2015-16
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Project Time Line 

September 2014  P & O Cruise Arrived Kiriwina 
March 2015   Discovery Visit – 10 days 
April 2015   Promotional Video on YouTube 
October 2015   Approval Visit Return with Project Proposals to locals 
November 2015  Project registered with RAWCS Number 24-2015-16 
December 2015  District Grant approved for shipping of beds 
January 2016   First container with Beds, Clothes and Books leaves DIK Melbourne 
January 2016   Grant Submitted  
March 2016   First Container arrives at Alotau. Held by customs. Waiting on customs exemption letter. 
March 2016    Brent Drage advised that he had spoken with David Alexander – application back in submitted mode 
     for further review. 
March 2016    Grant Approved 
May 2016   Visit Port of Alotau to try to arrange release of container. Visit Kiriwina to arrange reception of  
     container. 
May 2016   Customs ‘Storage Charge Waiver’ letter received 
July 2016    Container released from Port of Alotau after 4 months delay 
July 2016    Contents of container loaded on MV Tiare bound for Kiriwina 
July 2016    Contents of first container arrive at Kiriwina 
October 2016   Second Container Loaded 
November 2016  Arrives at Alotau for container second clearance. Container still in Port Moresby 
November 2016  Second container arrives in Alotau and immediately moved to AsiaPac’s Workshop property 
November 2016  Unloaded container at Kiriwina 
Nov 2016   Working on stages 2 – 4 on Kiriwina 
January 2017   Assemble and locate composting toilets. Left instructions for toilet building 
April 2017   Commission Composting Toilets 
August 2018   Finalising the Composting Toilets 
April 2019   P & O Cruise visit 
May 2019   Dick Smith funded repairs to Hospital Water system  
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Introduction 

J 
ohn Lennon asked us to imagine there's no heaven, It's easy if you try, no hell below us above us only sky, imagine all 
the people living for today. Imagine there's no countries, it isn't hard to do, nothing to kill or die for and no religion 
too. 

 

I am asking you to imagine something as well. 

Imagine you are sitting in your home. Your home has a wooden floor, probably of split bamboo.  The walls and ceiling are 
made of Sago leaves and you have to rebuild your home every six to twelve months. There is no water on tap, there is no elec-
tricity, no heating or cooling, no kitchen or bathroom, no radio, no tv, and no toilet. Your bed is the floor and you have only 
one room where you and your family live for all of your life. 

You go fishing for food and you tend your garden of sweet potatoes and yams. If it does not rain then your plants die. If you 
want a drink of water then you may have to walk for fifteen minutes or so to get it. You have no job and you have little or no 
money. 

You live on the island of Kiriwina. Just an hour’s flight from mainland Australia. 
 
 
 

You are quite satisfied with life. 

IMAGINE 
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Why Kiriwina—July 2014   

The doctor sat outside the old man’s room in the Retirement 
Village writing a prescription for medication to help ease his 
congestion. The nurse came to him and said he has gone. His 
name was Fred Lunghusen and he was three days short of his 
109th birthday.  

The family changed the organisation of birthday celebrations 
to arrange to lay him to rest. 

 

He was born in 1905 in the Whipstick Forest a few kilometres 
north of Bendigo, Victoria. His father was a horse trainer and they were quite poor. In his early life, to his late teens, he lived in 
a mud hut, sharing it with his brothers. The family moved to Cohuna, Victoria where he met his wife, Sheelah, and started a 
family. He lived through the first world war as a child and then the depression where he had a job cutting railway sleepers out 
of Red Gum by hand. He and his wife ran the Shell Fuel Depot in Cohuna when World War 2 broke out. As the war progressed, 
he could see that it was only a matter of time before he would be conscripted so he and a friend volunteered and joined the 
Royal Australian Air Force at the age of 36. He was a Leading Aircraftman (LAC). He was a member of the 79th Squadron 
(Spitfires) and then the 22nd Squadron (Beaufighters). He was posted in the area of Milne Bay Provence (Goodenough Island 
and Kiriwina Island) and then north of PNG on Noemfoor Island. He returned to Australia and was posted to Lake Boga, Vic-
toria (Flying Boats) and was discharged on November 1945. 

He didn't talk much about his war experiences but he often spoke of his love for Kiriwina and its people. Kiriwina was always a 
word in our family and the words Sena Boina (Very Good), Sena Gaga (Very bad) and Dim Dim (Foreigner) were a part of our 
vocabulary. 

After he died the family gathered his possessions and that is when they found his wartime wallet that contained some  Japanese  
money and about a dozen photographs of the people of Kiriwina, he had kept them with him for over 70 years.                  
This was when the family decided to find out more about Kiriwina…... 
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Why Kiriwina 

Above: RAAF living quarters on Kiriwina.  

Fred Lunghusen on the right. 

Right: A Kiriwina Family standing in their garden 1943. 
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About Kiriwina 

Kiriwina is the largest island of the Trobriand Island Group. 

The first documented sighting of the Trobriands by Europeans was in 1793, 
when French Rear Admiral Bruni d’Entrecasteaux named the island group 
after his First Lieutenant, Denis de Trobriand, whilst sailing past. From 
then and through the 1800s the main visitors to the island were European 
Whalers. The islands became known for their Yams which became a staple 
food for the ship’s crews mainly due to there ability to keep well in storage 
Barrels.   

A significant study of the Trobriand Island culture was carried out by anthropolo-
gist Bronisław Malinowski who arrived in the area in 1914 and spent several years 
living with the people of Kiriwina. His book ‘Argonauts of the Western 
Pacific’ was widely regarded as a masterpiece, and Malinowski became one of the 
best-known anthropologists in the world. His study of the “Kula Ring”, a Gift and 
Exchange System carried out in the Trobriand Culture, was perhaps the first docu-
mentation of generalised exchange that may be applied to gifting and exchange in 
all societies leading right up to our Stock Exchange trading of today. 

Australia took control of Papua in 1906 and administered it as a single Territory 
until the country achieved its independence on September 16, 1975. Since then 
Papua New Guinea has struggled to achieve a stable Government free of corrup-
tion. The Trobriand Islands are part of the Milne Bay Provence which has a repre-
sentative in Parliament and a Government Administrator housed in a Govern-
ment building in the village of Losuia, referred to as the Government Station, on 
Kiriwina. 

A plaque, recognising Malinow-
ski, lays in the village of the     
Paramount Chief. 
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Traditional dancing on  Kiriwina Island 
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About Kiriwina 

 

Kiabola 

Primary School and Doctor’s Compound 

 

Lousia Government Station 

 

The Lodge 

 

Current Airstrip and site of American Air-
base 

 

Remains of Australian RAAF Air Base 

Map Produced by ANU 
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About Kiriwina 

Kiriwina forms part of a coral atoll. There are no stones, clay or rocks on 
Kiriwina, just ancient coral  and a smear of topsoil. The waters around the island 
are clean and clear even though the locals use the sea as a rubbish dump and of-
ten a toilet, as they have for generations.  

At one time I noticed a girl throwing the family’s rubbish into the sea. In the re-
cent past that would not have been a problem as the rubbish would have consist-
ed of vegetable material, leaves and wood, but now mixed in with that may be 
aluminium cans and plastics. I thought for a minute but decided not to try to ex-
plain the problems with that, simply because they have been doing it for genera-
tions and there is no such thing as council rubbish collection or not much in the 
way of rubbish dumps. There are many things that I could have corrected in the 
time I was there but you do have to hold yourself back and not interfere too 
much with their way of life.   

Kiriwina is completely flat. There are no mountains, no rivers and very few large 
trees. They find water in caves and they dig wells, usually between 3 and 6 metres 
deep. There are a few buildings with spouting and water tanks but most build-
ings are simple grass huts that are not able to be configured into a water source.  

There are no sealed roads. The roads are graded and constructed of crushed coral. 
The main road from north to south of the island is in bad repair. There are some 
bulldozers, grader and large trucks but most of them have broken down and 
there are no parts or money to fix them. Any roadmaking vehicles that do work 
cannot be put into service as there is no money for fuel and lubricants. Hence to 
travel from the northern shore to the airport, a distance of about 16 Kms, a peri-
od of about 3 hours is required. 

The main road with the airstrip in the distance 

The main road—you can’t see the potholes but 
they are there 
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Kaibola Beach 

The site of the WW2 landings 
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Jason and Emanuel installing solar panels on the school roof 
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Traditional dancing on  neighbouring Kitava Island 
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About Kiriwina 

Water and Sanitation. 

There are four sources of fresh water on the island. From 
caves, wells, springs and rainwater tanks. There are many 
caves around the island. They appear to be fissures within 
the ancient coral. The women on the island visit the caves 
each day and carry the water on their heads back to the vil-
lage. Wells are also common on the island, many of which 
were dug by a European Union funded project many years 
ago. A few fresh water springs exist with one at the shoreline 
that is underwater when the tide comes in. Rainwater tanks 
are less common mainly because most of the buildings are 
grass huts and even if you are lucky enough to have a corru-
gated iron roof there is no money for spouting and water 
tanks. 

The only operational toilets that I found on the island were 
at “The Lodge”. This is what may be described as a one star 
hotel where I stayed when I was working at the hospital, 
(more about The Lodge, later). So, open defecation is the 
call for all of the many thousands of the inhabitants of the 
island. There are some pit toilets but most are in poor con-
dition. Toilet paper is very scarce but there is a leaf available 
for the same purpose. 

Carrying water from a cave 

Water is a further 25 
metres underground. 

The entrance to a water cave with tree roots descending from  
the ceiling 
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About Kiriwina 
Living conditions vary across the island. The inland villages tend to be in poorer condition in comparison to the coastal 
villages, possibly due to the lack of crushed coral to spread around and water to wash with. People living inland also fail to 
benefit from a regular supply of fish for protein. Children living in the inland villages tend to display signs of malnutrition 
with swollen abdomens.  

Typical inland village 
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About Kiriwina 
Coastal Villages benefit from the availability of crushed coral from the beach that can be spread around to reduce the mud and 
dampness underfoot. In the village that I stayed in, someone would be sweeping the ground around the huts at dawn to clean 
up the area from vegetation that has fallen during the night.  

Typical  Coastal Village 
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About Kiriwina—The Larder 

Yams 

A family pantry 

The staple food on Kiriwina is the yam.  They grow underground and don’t need much water, however their crops do fail in 
drought conditions. The Yam stores well in the tropical heat and humidity. Some villages have a central ‘Yam House’ and some 
families have their own ‘Yam House’ next to their hut. 

A village Yam House 
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The Project  Beginnings—September 2014 

Once my family had decided to find out more about Kiriwina, my Broth-
er John found a P&O cruise that visited the Island on one of its cruise 
offerings. My sister, Winsome, brother, John and myself booked a trip and 
arrived at Kiriwina on 16th September 2014. I had only recently joined 
Rotary and had a thought that there my be some way that Rotary could 
help the people on the Island at some time in the future. With that in 
mind I decided to spend as much time on the island as I could. I sought 
out the two PNG Government Representatives who travelled with the 
cruise to provide liaison at each port of call. They arranged for me to be 
on the first boat to shore so I would not have to queue up with the other 
2000 passengers to disembark which can take a few hours.  

Once on shore I found a guide, Jane, who took me inland to give me a de-
tailed tour explaining their way of life. To a bloke who had grown up in 
lovely Melbourne the contrast was quite a shock. Jane first took me to show me the 
cave where the people of her village get their fresh water. Next it was on to her village 
where I sat with some women who were taking care of a very sick man in one of the 
huts. Here I learnt that the locals have their own form of money (doba). They are bundles of banana leaves that look a bit like a 
feather duster. If someone has run out of, for example, a yam they can go to someone else in the village and exchange a bundle for a 
yam. This is a basic form of currency for those who don’t have access to the PNG Kina. After a meal of banana and coconut water we 
returned to the area known as the Doctor’s Compound where I met Doctor Giyodobu Tosiyeru, MBBS (Dr Gee). I was soon to learn 
that Dr Gee was a most valuable contact. We had a short discussion and then we agreed to meet later in the day. On our first meeting 
Dr Gee was dressed in a white shirt and black slacks, later that day he was wearing nothing but a grass skirt having taken part in 
some traditional dancing for the tourists. I explained my interest in Kiriwina and we exchanged contact details. On return to the 
cruise ship the contrast of the comfort of air conditioning and the opulence of the surroundings was nothing less than astounding.  

Our Rotary Club, under the guidance of President Carol Shaw, formed a Major Projects Committee. Having recently returned from 
Kiriwina, I proposed the Kiriwina Aid Project as a contender in the list of possible projects. 

Here the cruise ship looks quite close but it is 
about 300 Metres from the shore. 
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The Project  Beginnings 

After a few Major Project Committee meetings, it was de-
cided to look further into an aid project for Kiriwina. I had 
never been to a Third World country and had little experi-
ence in Rotary projects so I started asking around as to 
where I could get more information in that area. One Ro-
tarian advised that it would be a waste of time applying for 
a Global Grant because they were very strict and asked lots 
of questions once you submitted your application. I took 
that on board and decided that I would have to be well pre-
pared with information regarding Grant requirements and 
my capability of providing a concise application. 

I tracked down people at our district conference that I 
thought may have been able to give us some advice and ar-
ranged a meeting with our Major Projects Committee 
members and our District International Service Chair, Da-
vid Alexander and our Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) chair, Bill Chapman.  
 

We arranged a “Break Out Room” and started a very interesting discussion. It was me—explaining the project that we had in mind—
and it was them advising us on what we should be finding out on our ‘discovery’ trip. 

The white board looked a bit of a mess but information flowed freely and we agreed it was a very worthwhile meeting.  

Google searching provided added information regarding water and sanitation projects so a fair amount of research went into what 
we needed to know when learning what can be done in Rotary projects in Third World Countries. 

They only thing left to do was to embark on a Discovery Visit to Kiriwina in order to find what the needs were on the island and how 
we could put together a project that was worthwhile, sustainable and what the locals needed—not what we thought they needed. 

The Discovery trip was planned. 
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Cooling off after school Sitting in a tree looking into the church  
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Jemimah 

I noticed a Facebook 
post that Dr Gee put 
on his  Facebook Page 
telling a story about 
Jemimah and her club 
feet. It said that Jemi-
mah had to be carried 
around by members of 
her family which in-
cluded a long walk to 
carry her to school. Her 
father asked the doctor 
if he could have one of 

the walking frames, that was part of our first 
container delivery, to wheel her along because Jemimah was growing up and was 
getting a bit heavy to carry around. I thought we had to do better than that so I 
contacted Dr Gee and he explained that Jemimah would have to be transported 
to the mainland to have an operation, her family had tried to save the money but 
it was beyond their ability as her father did not have a job and was only a subsist-
ence farmer. We worked together and arranged for a surgeon at Alotau Hospital 
to perform an operation at no change and all that was needed was a Plane Fare 
for Jemimah and her father to get to the hospital. Our Rotary club found the 
money and we were able to get Jemimah on her feet and walking for the first 
time in her life….. 

Jemimah with her father and the walking frame 

Jemimah and Dr Gee. 
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The Boat Trip 

We had to travel the 22Km journey from Kaibola Beach to the High School 
for a meeting with the Head Master. It was bêche-de-mer season (sea cucum-
ber), so all the trucks were booked out by the Japanese and Chinese import-
ers buying the sea slugs from divers around the island.  

We had no choice but to go around the coast by boat. As always I 
was provided a chair which I turned around to face the direction 
we were traveling. Off we went through the protected, calm waters 
soon to encounter the swell on the open sea. The boat was flying 
along jumping the waves and I had my hands holding on to the 
seat of the chair. In turn I had five boys around me, one on each leg 
and the other holding the back of the chair. As we bounced off the 
waves the chair (and me) would fly into the air, each of the boys 
holding on to the chair, and therefore me, pulling me down back 
into the boat. They were all laughing with delight, it must have 
been a sight. 

Note: No Life Jackets, No Radios, No Flares, No Oars etc etc.  
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The Discovery Visit —March 2015 

There are no direct flights to Kiriwina. First you need to send your passport 
with a couple of forms including health status to the PNG Consulate in Bris-
bane to apply for a Visa. Initially I applied for a tourist Visa which is FREE. 
On later flights I applied for a Volunteer Aid Worker Visa which you have to 
pay for. The easiest way is to depart Melbourne to Brisbane Domestic. Then a 
Bus to Brisbane International, Immigration and on to a flight from Brisbane 
to Port Moresby. Once you clear Customs and immigration a Shuttle Bus 
may be waiting for you to take you to your hotel. I always booked the hotel 
before leaving to ensure the shuttle service would be available. The Security 
at Port Moresby is a challenge. Most large buildings, shopping centres and 
hotels have high fencing with razor wire curling along the top. I asked what 
was the building with the grandest fence and most forbidding razor wire, ex-

pecting the answer to be a 
prison, I was wrong, it was 
the Australian Embassy. Upon exiting the airport terminal you must search 
for the shuttle bus to your hotel. Its usually there but if not a quick phone 
call will bring it along in time. On arriving at your hotel the security guards 
will open the gates to let you enter the hotel grounds. Its not unusual to see 
about eight guards patrolling the grounds at any one time.  The reverse hap-
pens the next day, this time to go to the Domestic Terminal. Once inside all 
bags are scanned and I usually had some explaining to do as my bags often 
contained water pumps or power tools, not the usual clothing in normal trav-
eller's bags. You then have a wait for your plane to Alotau, then Kiriwina. The 
Arrivals and Departure Screens, listing plane movements have no relation to 
what's actually happening on the Tarmac. For some reason the system just 
does not provide accurate movement information.  You just have to be vigi-
lant so keep an eye on who is lining up at any of the three departure gates.  

Final leg of flight. Alotau to Kiriwina 

Unloading on the crushed coral tarmac at Kiriwina 
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The Discovery Visit 

The trip from Port Moresby to Kiriwina takes a couple of hours with a stop 
on the way at Gurney Airport, at Alotau, the capital of Milne Bay Provence. 
From Alotau a 45 minute flight takes you to Kiriwina. Going home is the 
same in reverse. 

As the discovery visit was my first visit to Kiriwina apart from the few hours 
on the day of the P&O cruise visit, I had no idea what to expect. I enlisted 
the help of my son, Jason, to come along and ‘watch my back’. Jason very 
kindly agreed and made the discovery and the next trip which I call the ac-
ceptance trip with me. 

Before I left home I contacted Dr Gee and arranged a couple of rooms at 
‘The Lodge’ which is a couple of Kilometres from the only town on Kiriwina 
(called The Government Station). The Lodge is one of the few privately 
owned, western style buildings on Kiriwina. Its like a motel with very few 
cars. It was built by an Englishman, Sir Dennis Young. He was the acting 
Governor-General of Papua New Guinea in 1991. He was also the speaker of 
the National Parliament of Papua New Guinea and was Knighted in the 
1999 New Year Honours “for public service”. His daughter, Rebecca, now 
owns it and Rebecca is the wife of Doctor Gee. 

The main purpose of the Discovery Trip was to investigate what life was like 
on the island and what projects, if any, could be considered for a Rotary Pro-
ject. Dr Gee took us on a tour of the hospital and High School both in the 
area of the Government Station. We then headed north to the area where the 
Cruise Ships anchor. Here we inspected a Primary School, one of about 22 
on the island. We also found more details regarding the water supply and 
food supplies in each area. 

Airport Terminal at Kiriwina. 

The Lodge
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Sunset at The Lodge 
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The Discovery Visit—The Hospital 

The first stop was the hospital. At times there has been a generator at the hospital 
and at others there was a town generator that supplied power for about 4 hours 
per day but both of those units had failed and like everything on the island hav-
ing something repaired is quite a challenge. Due to lack of funding, availability of 
spare parts and the skills to repair items, once they fail they usually stay that way. 
The hospital has remained without power since before my first visit in 2015. So 
the concept that we have of hospitals with a wide range of diagnosing machinery, 
radiology, and bedside machines “that go ping” do not exist. The skills of Dr Gee 
never fail to amaze me in his ability to diagnose medical issues without anything 
more than a stethoscope and a thermometer.  

The government did supply a rudimentary solar lighting system 
when photos were circulated of the doctor performing a surgery  
(draining a patient’s lungs) by torchlight.  

As per the advice that we received when talking to David Alexander 
and Bill Chapman at our district conference, we measured all of the 
buildings in the hospital grounds in case we decided to do any work 
in that area. Being on the island is not a walk in the park for unaccli-
matised people from Melbourne. While drawing rough sketches of 
the buildings that we were writing down on sketchpad and biro the 
pen stopped working after about 15 minutes due to the high humidi-
ty, everything was damp due to the humidity. 

Of course the first thing that struck me when entering the wards was 
the almost total  lack  of mattresses  and  poor state of bedding.  Very 
sick people were lying on bare wooden and metal beds. 

The Hospital (with pigs) 

Measurements were taken of all buildings at the hospital and School 
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The Discovery Visit 

Doctor Gee explained that the main thing that he needed was for some 
more plumbing in the wards. He said just a simple cold water tap and 
wash basin in each of the four wards would be a great help. This would 
enable patients to wash themselves and staff to perform basic cleaning. 
At that time there was one cold water tap in the operating room for the 
whole 45 bed hospital. There were a couple of utility rooms with taps 
and sinks in them that were not working. I asked why were they left in 
that state. It was later explained to me by hospital staff that a Contract to 
maintain the hospital was approved and the Contractor had visited once 
and had not returned. A complaint had been lodged but due to the rela-
tionship of the Contractor with some Government Officials, nothing 
had been done to rectify the situation. The hospital has remained in a 
state of disrepair ever since.  

We met a Medical Technician who was visiting the island on this trip. 
He had been sent to service the Autoclave Machine that was in the new 
building in the medical compound, built by Australian Aid. He was un-
able to get access to the building because once the building had been 
completed, Australian Aid had handed the keys to the PNG Health De-
partment and they were now in Port Moresby. The building remained 
unopened for about 15 months. This meant the flight costs for him 
from Port Moresby, his accommodation and food costs and his wages 
were all wasted due to lack of organisation. It also resulted in the Solar 
Power Supply failing and so there was no lighting, no 240volt power 
and now water supply because it required power for the water pump.  

No food is provided to patients at the hospital from the Government. 
Patients usually have a relative stay with them. The visitors sleep and 
cook food in the building called the Visitors Kitchen. 

Hospital Visitor’s kitchen 

A sink in the hospital—plumbing not working 
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The Discovery Visit 

The Men’s Ward 

Operating Theatre Neonatal Ward 

Main Hospital Building 

TB Ward 

The Hospital 
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The Discovery Visit 

We then moved on to the High School.  

There is only one High School on Kiriwina which teaches Years 9 and 
10. If you want to progress further you must go to a high school on the 
mainland. There are a number of buildings in the High School Com-
pound, there are Class Rooms, Dormitories, Administration and a Gen-
erator Hut. It was explained to me that the original generator had bro-
ken down beyond repair. A new generator had been delivered but no 
one came to connect it. On further inspection I noticed that the aerial 
wires from the Generator Hut to the other buildings were perished so 
even connecting the generator would have also required a complete re-
wiring of the hospital, probably including the rooms.  

 

 

 

 

So the generator lay in waiting for many years and is still not con-
nected. The water supply consists of a well, a pump and a water tank 
on a stand which was leaking. There is a toilet block in the com-
pound which only the girls are permitted to use because the plumb-
ing and toilet cisterns have failed. The girls flush the toilets with 
buckets of water and the boys go to the jungle or beach to go to the 
toilet. 

Because travel on the island is so limited any students beyond walk-
ing distance to the High School must live there for the school year. 

Classrooms, Note the ladder to the second floor 

The new generator (Red), awaiting connection 
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The Discovery Visit 

The Library at the High School was in a sad state of affairs. The building is dilapidated and the bookshelves are riddled with white 
ants. There are many dated books which look like they have been donated over the years. This is, however, the students only source 
of information as there is no internet at the school and the internet connection in the town is very slow (G2) and is only suitable 
for emails and texts, not for web browsing. 
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The Discovery Visit 

We then moved on to a Primary School at the very north of the 
island. Kiriwina Primary Schools teach Grade3 to 8. Grades 1 and 
2 are taught in the Elementary Schools. The Kaibola Primary 
School, shown here is one of the more advanced schools as they 
are located near where the Cruise Ships disembark . They tend to 
get a lot of donated goods that the Tourists bring with them. They 
do have agreements that they will pass on many of the items to 
some of the other schools across the island. 

Of course the first thing that struck me was that most of the chil-
dren had to sit on the floor all day. Some school desks had been 
constructed by parents but due to lack of building materials, many 
of them where very poorly made. Some of them had to be 
tied to the wall studs to prevent them from falling over. 

English is spoken in all school lessons and many of the 
young children are quite fluent in English. 

The school library is poorly stocked with books supplied by 
the Education Department that were very Subject orientat-
ed so learning Conversational English was a little restricted. 

There were about 200 students at the Primary School and 
about 10 teachers. 
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The Discovery Visit—The Pit Toilets 

There were about ten pit toilets at the Primary 
School that were being used by the students and 
teachers. They were in a very bad state. Each year or 
so new pit toilets are dug and the old ones filled in. 
Many of the students would go into the jungle to go 
to the toilet, rather than use the pit toilets. 
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The Discovery Visit 

The school water supply consists of a well the 
students dug themselves and a rain water tank. 
During drought the tank remains empty. The 
long stick with the bucket attached is the 
method used to raise water from the well. 

The school well 
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Initial Planning—April 2015 

On returning from the Discovery Visit, project planning commenced. Each issue that we found that we could work with in a 
Rotary project was carefully considered. We kept in mind that we could not do everything and that we should attempt to work 
in areas that we were confident we could complete and that were sustainable. 

The outcome was to concentrate on 4 Project Sections 

1. Hospital Beds 

  It was obvious that the hospital beds were well below standard and if replacements could be found the patient comfort 
  and recovery would be that little bit better 

 

2. Hospital Wash Basins 

  This was a request from Doctor Gee who at that time had a Government Contract to attend the hospital and            
  neighbouring islands giving him responsibility for about 26,000 inhabitants. 

 

3. Primary School Toilets 

  The shocking condition of the Primary School Toilets justified us to find a better solution. 

 

4. Primary School Desks 

The education and physical well being of the School children sitting on the floor all day including reading and writ-
ing on the wood, concrete and sometimes sand floors  would be greatly improved by providing school desks. The im-
mediate solution was to ship some of the hundreds of desks at Rotary Donations—in—Kind to the island but on ad-
vice from another Rotarian it was decided to provide tools and materials to teach the locals to build their own school 
desks. 
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Initial Planning—April 2015 

On each trip we never went to Kiriwina empty handed so we did undertake a number of smaller ways of assisting the locals as we 
found the need. My brother, John, was the one who suggested we find out more about Kiriwina and found the P&O Cruise that 
was our method of getting there on that first visit. John died not long after our first visit and instead of flowers we asked his friends 
and family to donate to a fund that would purchase a medical microscope to replace a very old one at the hospital. We also were 
able to supply a notebook computer and printer for the Primary School along with a solar power supply to charge the notebook 
battery and run the printer. Other things that we did as the visits progressed were to:- 

• Supply a 10,000 litre water tank and spouting. 

• Repair the school solar lighting system   

• Supply motor parts to repair the Doctor’s van.   

• Supply cleaning equipment for the Hospital 

• Supply eye wash kits 

• Set up a woodworking workshop for building the 
school desks 

• Supply books and pens for many of the Primary 
Schools 

• Supply a new toilet seat and cistern for the Hospital 
toilet 

• Supply new taps for the Hospital shower 

• Supply medical dressings and wound cleaning 
products 

• Supply wheel chairs and walking frames 

• Supply medical trollies for patients 

• Supply smaller water tanks and tank stands 

• Supply spouting and water pipes for some villages 

• Supply wood working hand tools 

• Supply gardening tools 

• Supply fishing lines and tackle 

• Supply a water pump for the Hospital  

• Build a pump shed to house it in 

• Supply “Days for Girls” Kits for the hospital auxilia-
ry to copy 

• Repair the School Generator wiring 

• Supplied 60 boxes of School Books 

• Supplied 141 boxed of clothing for the school chil-
dren 
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“The Movie Nights” 

On some of our trips we would set up a projec-
tor and have movie nights. Many of the popula-
tion have not even seen a moving picture, so 
once the word got around a crowd would form. 
Some of the audience would walk for an hour 
and a half through pitch black jungle to attend 
and then leave at 11:00pm to return  to  their  
village.  

Their favourite film……... ‘Crocodile Dundee’ 
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Kiriwina Bread 
Step 1. Prepare the dough and 

light a fire under the pot 

Step 2. Start a fire on another piece old corrugated iron 
and lift it onto the top of the pot 

Step 3. Bake for the 
appropriate time Step 4. The end result 

Sometimes a boat will arrive with 
two day old bread from the main-
land. Not many people can afford 
the bread and if they want really 
fresh bread then they can do it 
themselves. 
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The Acceptance Visit — October 2015 

Don’t do something that the locals don’t want. 

 

Advice from many Rotary District and International Sources impress on any Project Manager that assuming people want what you 
think they want often ends in a failure of the project.  

Getting  to know local customs, and in my case, taking into account that what you assume people would enjoy, is not necessarily 
the case.  

I assumed people would like to lay on a nice comfortable hospital mattress but I did not take into account that my locals had slept 
on bare wooden floors or thin woven mats all of their lives. So some Patients in the Hospital preferred a rather thin mat than a soft 
mattress, so some not all, of the mattresses were placed into storage. 

It took a couple of months for the Primary School Children to use the Composting Toilets. 
The Teachers and Children were wary of the unknown but once they became used to them, the 
Teachers told me the children were finding excuses to go to the new toilets several times a day. 
They often had to hunt them away and back to class. 

Once we had decided what to do for the Project I returned to the Island to seek approvals from 
a range of locals. First a visit to the Government Administrator to get approval to undertake 
work at the various locations. Next to the Paramount Chief who is the traditional ruler of the 
island. His main task is to be the “Land Titles Office”. He has final say on who owns what land, 
all by memory and his word is final. The Hospital Manager was asked if our Proposal was ap-
preciated and the Primary School Head Teacher and School Council were also approached 
seeking approval. 

Once all was approved and any suggestions noted it then followed that fund raising was to be 
organised and an Application for a Rotary Foundation Global Grant. 

Little did I know that I would be spending a total of over 4 months, living with the people of 
Kiriwina. The Paramount Chief 
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The Detergent 

During my many visits to the hospital I notice a distinct 
lack of clean surfaces, sinks etc. I was concerned that for 
some reason the staff were not cleaning the various Utility 
Rooms, surgery and the Birthing Room. I decided not to 
mention it but noted to include some cleaning products 
and detergent in the second container. 

 

 

 

 

The time came to deliver these products to the staff at the hospital but I didn't mention it to Dr Gee. 

That evening, I was sitting at Dr Gee’s hut in his compound about 20 Kms north of the hospital, waiting for dinner. Dr Gee arrived 
back from the hospital and sat next to me. He said “I smelt the detergent today”. I asked what he meant by that. He said that he was 
sitting in the Prenatal Ward, updating his Patient Records when he smelt the detergent and looked around to see the nurses scrub-
bing and cleaning everything that was not moving. Apparently, the Hospital are constantly ordering cleaning products from the 
mainland hospital but they never get delivered. 

A sink in the hospital utility room 



 

Kiriwina Man Page 46 

Project Funding — October 2015 

Initial Funding was aimed at  raising money to be able to apply for a Global Grant from the Rotary Foundation in Ev-
anston, Illinois, USA. A total of $AU 48,649.00 was raised which the Foundation matched at a rate of 50%. Then The 
Rotary District 9810 provided $AU 10,000.00 which was matched at a rate of 100% from the Rotary Foundation. The 
result was the sum of $AU 100,000.00 to get the project started. Subsequent fundraising increased the amount to $AU 
134,960.00 and since then further donations, including one from Dick Smith resulted in about $AU 165,000.00 being 
the amount raised at the time of writing. 
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Preparing The First Container —December 2015 

The first container was used to ship the hospital beds to Kiriwina. Although Donations-in-Kind had a supply of beds, they were 
all electrically operated and Kiriwina Hospital had no electricity. Its amazing how some things fall into place. The call went out 
for hospital beds and I was contacted by Simon Wheelton of The Rotary Club of Box Hill with the answer. Simon knew of a Pri-
vate Hospital in Reservoir, a Melbourne suburb, where there was still a number of beds left in the unused wards of the hospital. 
This hospital was closed down some 17 years before and the beds were still there. I travelled over there to investigate and whoo-
pee the beds were there and they were manually operated! The beds were buried under piles of medical equipment and an as-
sortment of junk. My son Jason and I separated the beds, numbered them and dismantled them ready for transfer to DIK West 
Melbourne.  

 

Simon supplied a Hertz rental truck, thankyou Hertz, and after a few trips we loaded the beds into the container. 

We managed to find 45 beds with mattresses and some other equipment such as Feeding Tables and IV stands. 

One of the wards in the private hospital The beds dismantled, numbered ready for 
removal 

Transferring the bed from the Hertz Truck 
to the First Container 
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Preparing The First Container —December 2015 

Our Rotary Club got together, with some of my family, and we loaded the 
container full to the brim with goods. The beds were stood on end in the 
container and the mattresses loaded on top. Donations in Kind have a mul-
titude of medical supplies and we were permitted to take as many as we 
could by packing them in between beds and anywhere else that they would 
fit. We also packed books and clothing in amongst the beds. 

The container was locked shut, I filled out one form to send the container 
to  Alotau (the closest container port to Kiriwina) . The container was 
picked up and off it went to the Port of Melbourne. 

Who would have thought anything could go wrong …….. 
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The first container—arrival, PNG.—January 2016 

I arranged with Dr Gee that our first container would be received by the hospital at Alotau and moved to the hospital grounds until 
unloading and shipping of the contents in smaller boats to Kiriwina could be arranged. I assumed that this would happen. I was 
contacted a month after the container arrived and was advised that the container was still in the port and Port Storage Fees were 
now exceeding $4000,00. 

This was not in the budget! I asked how could the fees be waved as the container was full of donated goods. The Port Manager said I 
would have to get a letter from Customs indicating that the fees should be waved. The Container could not be released until the is-
sue was resolved. 

Getting ‘the letter’ required a little effort. 40 Phone Calls, 130 Texts and Emails and a trip to PNG with face to face meetings with 
The Port Manager, The Australian High Commission, The Rotary Club of Boroko, Port Moresby and The CEO of the Milne Bay Pro-
vincial Health Authority. 

I also arranged letters of support from :- 

• The CEO of the Milne Bay Provincial Health Authority. 

• The Australian High Commission 

• The Secretary of the PNG Department of Health. 

When I landed back in Melbourne I turned on my phone and the 
Letter from Customs was in my inbox.  

I thought the container will be released at last—Not so. 

When I sent the letter to the Manager of the port he said that the 
storage fees were now $17,500 and he was not authorised to release 
the container due to the high amount. 

It was another month before I achieved the Authorisation to release 
the container from the Head Office of the Port Authority in Port 
Moresby. 

Our lonely container sat in the Port of Alotau for four months 
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The Wheelchair 

Madline was born with a birth defect. It may have been corrected if a 
Doctor had been available but Madline has not walked since birth. Her 
Mother approached me to ask if I could arrange a new wheelchair for 
Madline because the old one was rusting away and they had to tie a plas-
tic chair to it so it could still be used. I sent a new wheelchair to Kiriwina 
with the Emergency Medicine Shipment. Madline sent me a video 
thanking Rotary for the chair.  

Madline and her mum in the old wheelchair Madline gets her new wheelchair 
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The first container—arrival, Kiriwina.—July 

Kiriwina does not have a container port. The island has two small Jetties, one in the north and one in the south. This means that 
the container has to be unloaded on the mainland at Alotau and then the contents loaded onto small ships for the two day trip to 
Kiriwina. Before the container could be unloaded, I was asked for the Fumigation Certificate.  I did not have one so I had to pay 
for the container to be fumigated at Alotau. I made a note of that for next time …. to no avail. Usually the whole container must 
be moved from the port to another location before it can be loaded onto the smaller ships. In this case, I think the Port Manager 
was so sick of the sight of the container that he permitted a small boat to tie up at the port and the container was loaded directly 
into the MV Tiare which was the largest boat in the area. 

The MV Tiare arrived at Kiriwina a couple of days later and the Doctor arranged for a truck to take the contents to the hospital.  

Thanks to the “magic” of Rotary Donations – In — Kind the con-
tainer not only had the beds and mattresses but also 

60 boxes of clothing and hospital gowns 

7 Boxes of Medical Gloves 

6 Boxes of mixed Medical Supplies 

12 Patient Walker Frames 

141 Boxes of School Books 

32 Boxes of Surgical drapes 

2 Wheelchairs 

3 IV stands 

4 Hospital Bed Tables 

 

MV Tiare on the way to Kiriwina with a load of Hospital Beds 
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The first container—arrival, Kiriwina.—July 2016 

The First Container 

  Unloaded and Distributed. 

Hospital Bed Table 

Hospital Ward Before 

Hospital Ward After 

Clothing Distribution 

Book Distribution 
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The Big Fish 

One evening Emanuel took a boat load of people around the coast to their village. On 
the way back he decided to do a bit of fishing and threw a hand line out the back of 
the boat as he trawled along. He was alone. 

Not long later he got a bite. A big bite. He fought the fish for a long time, trying to 
haul it in. As he did the fishing line became tangled around his forearm. The fish was not giving up and the line cut deep into his 
flesh. In order to relieve the pressure on the line he was forced to jump into the water where he was still being dragged by the fish. 
He called to a couple of fishermen in dugout canoes for help. They came to his rescue and they managed to get the fish into his 
boat. To thank them, Emanuel cut the fish into three and gave them both a piece. When he returned home we were only able to 
treat his arm with Dettol wipes. Luckily it healed quickly over the next few days. 
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Preparation for the Second Container.—August 2016 

Kiriwina has a corrugated iron shed at the Government Station that supplies basic food needs like Rice and Tinned Food as well 
as detergents and what you would find in a very limited general store. It has almost no hardware goods. You may get a packet of 
20 nails for about $5 if they had them in stock. Keeping that in mind, in order to build a toilet building and 200 school desks, I 
had to take absolutely everything that would be required down to the last washer and nut. 

I designed a toilet building and worked out what would be needed and I also built a school desk (back here in Melbourne) in or-
der to work out what materials and quantities that would be required. 

 

School Desk Materials 
 

50  Sheets Marine Ply 2400x1200x12mm 

720   Lineal Metres Merbau 140x20mm 

600   Lineal Meters Treated Pine 70x45mm 

240   Lineal Metres Hardwood 190x20mm 

1600  Coach Bolts 100mm M10 

2000  Coach Bolts 75mm 10 

3600  Nuts M10 

3600  Washers M10 

4000  Screws 
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Preparation for the Second Container.—August 2016 

There was no point buying a flat pack laundry cabinet for the wash ba-
sins in the hospital because the humidity at Kiriwina damages any type 
of chip board material and Laminex. 

I decided to make the cabinets out of solid woods and ceramic tiles. 

The stainless Steel sinks were donated by a friend of mine from GWA 
Limited. 

I did have to buy the taps that the doctor requested to be arm operated. 

Finding taps that work on the low pressures from water tanks is quite 
difficult. Just about all the taps at Bunnings are only suitable for high 
pressure mains water operation. 

The basin units were manufactured in my garage, then dismantled and 
wrapped ready to be taken to West Melbourne Donations in Kind to be 
loaded into the Second Container. 

Once they were delivered to the hospital on Kiriwina it was agreed that 
the maintenance people would connect them to the plumbing. All the 
materials were supplied to do this.  

It took a long time for this to be done but I finally got a message to say 
the wash basins had been connected. 

It turned out that only one had been connected. Dick Smith visited the 
hospital several months later and saw that only one basin had been con-
nected. He contacted me and provided funding so I could return to 
Kiriwina and ensure that all of the basins were plumbed correctly. 

The basins ready to be taken to DIK and to be loaded 
into the Second Container 

Basin in the Prenatal Ward 
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Preparation for the Second Container.—August 2016 

Power Tool Charging System Power Supply for the drying fans in the Composting 

Two types of Solar Power Supplies were required for the project. One to charge the Battery operated power tools and three others 
for the Composting Toilets. The units were manufactured in my garage. 

All had to have their associated Solar Panels. The unit to charge the power tools was installed in the Project Manager’s house  and 
the others were installed in the Composting Toilet Building. 
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Preparation for the Second Container.—August 2016 

About $25,000 worth of goods were purchased from Bunnings and delivered to the Donations in Kind Warehouse in West Mel-
bourne. Here the DIK staff provided me with an area to store the materials for the second container in the warehouse until I 
had accumulated all of the  components and was ready to load the container. I had the composting toilets shipped from Bris-
bane so everything could be loaded together. The Solar Components came from a company in Queensland. Other suppliers 
were Total Tools, Sky Juice Foundation, Olympus Medical Systems, Urban Poly Tanks, Reece Plumbing, Middendorf Electrical, 
Jaycar, Total Eden, Rainwell and Westys Steel Supplies. In all there was about 1,700 individual items and boxes of goods weigh-
ing about 14 tonnes in the second container. 

Bunnings Delivery being unloaded at DIK 

Items at DIK ready to load into the second container 
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The Electric Lights 
On one of my visits to the Island I took 
some LED lights and switches with me. 
Emanuel had just built a new house having 
gained the confidence to do so by complet-
ing the Toilet Building at the school. The 
house had five rooms and it also housed the 
Solar Power System used to charge the pow-
er tools. From the Solar Power Supply, I con-
nected the lights and switches to each room 
of the house that usually remained dark af-
ter sunset.  

My reward was to see Emanuel’s step daugh-
ter, Rose, doing her homework in her room 
using the new lights just a few minutes after 
they were installed. 

Rose had only been able to work during 
daylight in the past, so by simply providing 
light I hope that she will benefit and show 
me some good school marks. 

Rose told me she likes Maths and Science. 
Rose, studying in her bedroom 
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Rose…. Talking to her step father 
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Second Container Shipping.—October 2016 

The Composting Toilets were loaded first 

Container almost full and organising a Pub Visit 

Rotarians at work ! President Heather—we did get her out before fumigation began 
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Second Container Arrival at Alotau.—October 2016 

In order to avoid the issues I had with receiving the first container out of the Port of Alotau, I went to Alotau on the day that the 
container was to arrive. Then waited—it was four days late. During that time I negotiated with a man who had a business of im-
porting and exporting, his name was Raymond. I arranged for Raymond to handle the container through the port and transfer it 
to his work yard. Raymond had a 30ft boat that he said would be able to take the container contents to Kiriwina. It was decided to 
load the lengths of timber into the bottom of the boat first. The problem was that the timber was on the very bottom of the con-
tainer so all of the contents had to be removed in order to get to the wood. A “chain gang” of workers was formed and the hun-
dreds of boxes and other items were unloaded and placed on the ground. Then the timber was loaded on to the truck to be taken 
to the other port suitable for small boats. Even though the yard was surrounded by a 10ft metal fence with razor wire coiled on 
top, it was decided to reload the container so it could be locked once again overnight. So the chain gang was formed once again 
and everything was loaded back into the container. Security was their primary concern. When the container was clearing customs 
in Port Moresby I was asked once again if the container had been fumigated. I said that it had been and that they have the Fumiga-
tion Certificate. They said that the container had been on the water too long and it had to be fumigated again. 

The second container being unloaded at Alotau for transfer of contents to a smaller boat 
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Second Container Shipping.—October 2016 
I asked Raymond, several times, if he was sure that he could fit the 
contents of a 40 foot container into a 30 foot boat. He kept saying—
”no worries” until the last time I asked. He said they would have to 
make two trips. So off went, the boat fully loaded. The hull was 
packed to the hatches, the composting toilets were on the roof, small 
water tanks were at the bow and the 10,000 litre tank was tied to the 
stern.  Abigale,  a lady from Kiriwina, approached me while we were 
loading the boat and asked if she could travel back to Kiriwina on my 
boat. She had been in Hospital at Alotau and still had a growth the 
size of a small orange on the back of her neck. She assured me that 
she would not take up much room as she only had her handbag. I said 
it would be alright if the Loadmaster said she could go. I heard later 
that her Daughter was distraught that she could not travel with her 
Mum after the Loadmaster said “no more passengers”. I left them to 
sort it out. As the boat departed there was the Abigale and her daugh-
ter waving goodbye to me with about ten more boxes of luggage sur-
rounding them. 

Loading the goods into the boat 

Loading the timber onto the truck Almost ready to leave for Kiriwina, Abigale is on board. 
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Second Container Arrival at Kiriwina.—October 2016 
The boat was due to arrive at Kiriwina in the afternoon of the fol-
lowing day. I departed for Kiriwina, by plane, the next day at 
about 11:00am, thinking I would be  at the Jetty when they ar-
rived. As we approached Kiriwina I looked down and could see 
the boat travelling up the west coast of the island heading for the 
Jetty on the North Shore. I thought—”no worries I still should 
beat it”.  Once we landed and I picked up my baggage, a four 
wheel drive was waiting for me to take me up north to Kaibola 
Village where the Jetty was located. We headed off up a trail but 
found a tree had fallen across the road so had to go back and take 
another track where once again, another tree was blocking the 
road. I asked what was going on and was then told the a village 
had a dispute with the government about land they had taken to 
make a new track so they were blocking the roads in protest. We 
finally found a clear track and I arrived at the jetty about ten 
minutes after the boat had arrived. 

As the boat was being unloaded I wondered how they 
would be able to carry the 10,000 litre tank down the nar-
row Jetty. This is where people with nothing find a way to 
do everything. You just get a couple of boys to take off 
their T-shirts and plug the outlet holes of the tank. Then 
throw the tank into the water and swim with it to push it 
to shore. The people of Kiriwina never fail to amaze me 
every day that I was there. 

Departing Alotau for Kiriwina 

Right: Swimming the tank to shore 
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Primary Contacts — Kiriwina Island 

Dr Giyodobu Tosiyeru MBBS, DMIS, GP  

On my first trip to the island I asked if there 
was anyone there that would be able to help me 
organise a Rotary project. I was told the best 
man to speak to was Doctor Giyodobu Tosiyeru 
(Dr Gee), I hit the jackpot. Dr Gee is a power 
house on the island. He is the only doctor for 
about 26,000 people he also organises many of 
the community functions and money manage-
ment. He is treasured by the locals having saved 
many of their lives.  

Dr Gee took me on my discovery tour of the Is-
land and arranged meetings with Officials and 
the Paramount Chief.  

I had many meetings with Doctor Gee where 
he gave me advice about the Island Customs 
and how to arrange the Project with regard to 
the people to talk to and how to get things 
done. 
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Primary Contacts — Kiriwina Island 

Rebecca Young 

Rebecca Young is Dr Gee’s wife.  

Rebecca is the daughter of Sir Dennis Charles Young who died in 2008 and was once the Speaker for the National 
Parliament of PNG and acting Governor General of PNG. He is buried on the grounds of The Lodge which he built 
and Rebecca now owns and operates.                         

Rebecca is a significant member 
of Trobriand Society and is in 
charge of operating the Airport 
among many other duties. Dr Gee 
and Rebecca have been  enthusi-
astic collaborators in the Kiriwina 
Aid Project. They, together with 
Dr  Gee’s brother,  Emanuel 
Tosiyeru have greatly assisted me 
in bringing the project to a suc-
cess. 
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My Project Manager 

Emanuel Tosiyeru 

Emanuel Tosiyeru is the champion of the Rotary Kiriwina Aid Pro-
ject. Emanual lives in the family’s compound at Kaibola Beach on 
the northern shores of Kiriwina. His house which he rebuilt recent-
ly is one of the best on the island. Emanuel has elevated his family 
from living in a grass hut to a substantial home overlooking the 
beach where the WW2 landings took place. Emanuel has assisted 
me in many ways, from organising teams of workers to build the 
school desks to constructing and maintaining the Composting Toi-
let Building. 

Emanuel and his wife Naomie have taken great care of me on all of 
my visits to the extent  of providing my meals right through to giv-
ing up their bed to me whenever I have stayed at Kaibola. 

Emanuel is highly respected on the island and it would not surprise 
me if he new each and every one of the inhabitants by name. Eman-
uel has three Daughters, a Step Daughter and a Step Son. Emanuel 
supports his family by maintaining a garden, fishing and selling 
food to Cruise Ship Visitors. The Pilipino Crew on many of the 
Cruise ships seek out Emanuel for delicacies like Crayfish when the 
Cruise ships arrive. 

One day after a visit Emanuel was very sick. I was seriously con-
cerned as he said he had a headache and felt very bad, he stayed in 
bed all day. I was worried for his welfare and also that the Project 
would be delayed till he recovered. That evening he got up and was 
talking to a group of his friends in their language. I heard yarda 
yarda yarda Jim Beam yarda yarda yarda. I said—what did you say? 
He replied the Pilipino Crew gave me lots of things they called 
shots yesterday while they were eating my crayfish. They also said I 
should wash them down with cans of beer. I said your not sick…. 
You have a hangover—make sure you’re back at work in the morn-
ing! 
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The Family Patriarch 

John Tosiyeru singing in church 

John Tosiyeru  

When I was introduced to John a strange thing happened. 

I said “Hi, pleased to meet you”. I then heard a highly cultured    
English voice. I actually looked around to see who had spoken but 
it was John, the man I was being introduced to. 

Many years ago John acted as a guide for two English doctors who 
visited the Trobriand Islands to perform any Medical Procedures  
that they could for the locals who undoubtedly needed them. 

They taught John a number of basic Medical Procedures and John 
eventually became a Medical Officer who could administer injec-
tions etc. 

John learnt to speak English from these Doctors and hence the   
cultured English accent. 

John is one of nature’s gentlemen . He and his wife, Celina, man-
aged to save enough money to put their eldest Son through uni-
versity so he could become a fully qualified doctor. 

Celina 
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A Mystical Experience 

You may remember the movie South Pacific. Some scenes were artificially col-

oured by a filtered tone making the whole picture cast with a soft shade of the 

one colour. I feel that the effect may have been inspired by the same late after-

noon experience that I had at The Lodge. The sky and the sea were melded into 

one tone. It was a hot and heavy evening with no wind. The sea was calm and 

all was quiet. A woman was walking home and took a short cut across the inlet 

where the Lodge is located. She was singing in that Polynesian tone and the 

strain of her voice skimmed across the water.  Its hard to justify the experience 

in words but I will take it with me for the rest of my life ….  
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A Ladies Group meeting with Dr Gee in his family compound 
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Emanuel…  Looking for a cell phone signal 
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Emanuel’s wife, Naomie…   Putting the kettle on for a cuppa 
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There’s a Dim Dim in church today Getting some coconuts  
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The Generator 

As part of the Inventory in the second container, I included a Generator to ensure we would have 
power for the power tools (In case the Solar Power Supply could not keep up with demand). 

So I thought I would have a bit of fun. The generator happened to come with a remote start feature 
which included a small Remote Transmitter, similar to a key remote for your car. We prepared the 
Generator for its first start and I stood back about 8 metres from the Generator with the remote in 
my pocket. There was a group of about 20 locals standing around observing. I then called out to the 
generator and said “Abracadabra generator start” and pushed the remote button that was still in my 
pocket. 

The Generator roared into action which startled the group. A couple of old men looked at each oth-
er and said something. I asked Emanuel what did they say. Emanuel replied that they said “He spoke 
to the generator and it started”. I thought, no problem I will just show them the remote that I took 
out if my pocket and said “I just started it with the remote”. I was then faced with the task of explain-
ing wireless signal transmission and digital techniques to a group of near stone age men.  

I let it go and accepted my title as “The Magic Man”. 
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The Workshop—October 2016 

The School Desk Manufacturing Team 

Carrying the Desks from the Workshop to the Primary School 

Once I had taught the team how to use the power 
tools and build a desk, we cut up enough pieces 
of wood to make 10 desks. I then had to make my 
way back to Melbourne and left them to it. About 
a month later I sent a text asking if they had 
made the 10 desks. They replied that they had not 
made 10 and that they were completing their 
60th desk.  

I returned a few months later and all of the desks 
had been made and were in use. I then set about 
finding out if I could source more wood locally 
so we could make more desks. I could only get 
the wood from Alotau, then get it shipped to the 
island. This took a while but we were able to 
make about 100 more desks out of local materi-
als. So we ended up making about 300 desks in 
total. 

One day we sent a boy up a tree to get some coconuts.  

Emanual said I don’t go up the trees any more. I said why are your legs not 
strong enough now.  

He replied NO I am terrified of heights! 
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The Workshop—October 2016 

When I was in the planning stage I wanted to try to find someone with some woodworking experience to put on the team to help 
construct the desks. I found Samuel who had been given a Scholarship to attend a 20 week Carpentry Course on the Mainland. 
Samuel had returned to his village after completing the course with no tools or materials. The Desk Construction Project was ide-
al to allow Samuel to put his skills to work. Samuel was a valued Member of the team and appreciated the chance to make use of 
his Training. At one stage I learnt that some nails were going missing. I asked Samuel if he had taken any and his reply was “only 
the bent ones boss” so Samuel was allowed to remain on the team. 

Samuel William 
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“Hello Mother” 

I found that Construction Workers are the same world wide. A team of 
boys were building a hut around the hospital water pump in order to keep 
it secure. There was the usual chatter as they worked, then I noticed the vol-
ume and intensity of the chatter was increasing.  

A look up the track near the Building Site gave the reason. A 
couple of young Ladies were approaching, on there way to a 
nearby village. The closer they got the louder and more excited 
the chatter became. As the girls passed, something was said, the 
girls giggled and shuffled off quickly.  

I asked what had been said. “Hello Mother” was the reply. I 
asked why did they react that way and why did you say that. 
The boys came back with, “you can say hello mother when you 
see your mother but if you say it to the girls it really means, Is 
there any way that I can possibly assist you in order for you to 
become a mother ? “  

 

     Laughs all round. 
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The Workers.—October 2016 

Our team of workers sometimes varied from day to day, 
however there was also a solid group working on many as-
pects of the project. Signs were erected at Kaibola and at 
the hospital with Information about the Project. The team 
would break for lunch and the evening meal often with 
Emanuel discussing the day’s activities and what would be 
happening the next day.  

I used to go to bed around 8:00pm. The locals would sit 
outside every night, just chatting amongst themselves, of-
ten till midnight. 

I think with our distractions of TV and other entertain-
ment we have lost the art of conversation in this manner. 
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I gave Jenifer some hair shampoo… 5 Minutes later Dr Gee catches a fish—I have never seen him smile more 
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Kiriwina Kid Armstrong (named after the astronaut) 
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“The boys were set to work” 

I let Emanuel know that I was on the way to Kiriwina about a week before I 
was to arrive on one of my trips. He set a group of boys to work building a VIP 
Toilet and a Bathing House for me but did not tell them why.  

After a few days of hard work they insisted on knowing why they were going 
to all this trouble. 

 

Emanual said “the Magic Man is coming”. 

 

 

I have been consistently amazed by the amount of effort they put in to ensure 
my comfort. 

 

 

The VIP toilet, complete with path of crushed coral, 
constructed just for my use. 

The bathing hut to the left of Emanuel’s house. Re-
moved after I departed. 
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Washing Day 

 

SALT water 

 

4. Scoop out a depression to al-
low the dirty water to drain to 
the sea 

5. Block the drain and let the 
hole fill with FRESH water once 
again for the “Rinse Cycle” 

 

1. Scoop out a hole at the base of 
the coral cliff. 

2. The hole fills with FRESH wa-
ter 

3. Wash your clothes 
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The School Desks.—November 2016 

Due to the fact that Kiriwina has very little resources in 
the way of hardware stores and general supplies, in order 
to build a toilet building and 200 school desks, I had to 
take absolutely everything that would be required down to 
the last washer and nut. 

I built a school desk (back here in Melbourne) in order to 
work out what materials and quantities that would be re-
quired. I decided to use one of the few school desks on 
Kiriwina as a sample so the children would be familiar 
with the new desks. 

The initial idea was to fill the Primary school at Kaibola 
with desks in all classrooms. On one occasion I returned to 
the school and all the rooms except the grade eight class-
rooms were empty. I asked where the desks had gone. They 
explained that in order to keep the peace between villages 
and clans, the desks were shared to other schools. So there 
were a number of other primary schools on the island that 
had desks in their grade eight classes. This encouraged the 
students to stay at school so they could sit in desks once 
they got to the highest grade. 

The student population at Kaibola increased from 200 stu-
dents to 300 after the desks were installed. 

An original Kiriwina School Desk 

The results of our efforts 
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The Composting Toilets—January 2017 

Composting Toilets 

Kiriwina’s water supply is very minimal. There are no mountains or rivers on Kiriwina. Water is found at 
the bottom of caves, in wells 3—8 metres deep. 

Some rain water is captured into water tanks. Most of the dwellings are grass huts which are not suitable 
for water capture and most locals cannot afford to buy spouting etc which is not generally available on 
the island anyway.  The original idea of providing septic tank toilets was soon abandoned and Compost-
ing Toilets were then sourced from Brisbane.  

Composting toilets use the natural processes of decomposition and evaporation to recycle human waste. Waste entering the toilets is 
over 90% water, which is evaporated and carried back to the atmosphere through the vent system. The small amount of remaining 
solid material is converted to useful fertilizing soil by natural decomposition. 

This natural process, essentially the same as in your garden composter, is en-
hanced in commercial composting toilets by manipulating the environment 
in the composting chamber. 
The correct balance between oxygen, moisture, heat and organic material is 
needed to ensure a rich environment for the aerobic bacteria that transform 
the waste into fertilizing soil. This ensures odour-free operation and com-
plete decomposition of waste. 

When human waste is properly composted, the end product does not contain 
any pathogens or viruses (these are destroyed by bac-
terial breakdown). This nutrient-rich fertilizer can 
then be used on plants or around the base of trees, as 
part of the natural cycling of nutrients, reducing 
your need for commercial fertilizers and preserving 
local water quality. 
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The Composting Toilets—January 2017 

Composting Toilets were previously unknown on 
the Island, so I explained their operation and 
worked with the School Committee to determine 
where they should be installed. I trained the boys 
on how to assemble them and had them dig three 
holes to lower them into before the building was 
constructed around them. There was a lot of in-
terest in the concept. The main advantage being 
that they did not need lots of  water like septic 
tanks required. Education Authorities came from 
the Mainland to inspect the final product and re-
turned with the knowledge that there was an al-
ternative to Septic Tanks. 

Composting Toilet units waiting for the 
building to be constructed around them. 

Playing around when there is nothing to do 

Assembling the toilet boxes 
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‘Emanuel’s Impossible Garden’ 

In 2015 there was a serious drought across the       
Trobriand Island Group. Malnutrition was com-
mon in the area and the Government had to 
ship food to some of the islands. Many of the 
gardens (above) were failing and food was scarce. 
Emanuel decided to plant his yams in a very 
rocky (coral rock) area, the locals said he was 
wasting his time, but the garden flourished due 
to the large lumps of coral shading the earth and 
retaining moisture. 

Typical Kiriwina Garden 

Emanuel’s  Garden 
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The Rainwater Tank 

The spouting was installed and the rainwater tank was 
connected now all we needed was rain. 

It did not rain for three weeks after the tank was ready. 

The Head Teacher told me that one afternoon when 
school was over and everyone had gone home, it started 
to rain. 

She looked out the windows and about 200 children 
were running back to school. Some with umbrellas and 
some just getting wet.  

They all had one thing in common, they all had cups in 
their hands. 

They wanted to try the water out of the new Rotary Wa-
ter Tank. 

When school resumed the teachers started organising 
and declared that the children in grades 2 to 5 would 
use the new water tank and grades 6 to 8 would use the 
old water tank. 

A few weeks later the students from grades 6 to 8 de-
clared that there was something wrong with the water 
in the old tank. Maybe there was a dead bird in it or 
something. A Teacher investigated and found nothing 
wrong. 

It was a ploy for the older grades to use the new water 
tank. 
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Ribs 

This is “Ribs”. He lives in this “house” in a remote 
village on Kiriwina Island. Ribs only has one leg, 
He used to pull himself around in the dirt while 
sitting on the broad leaf of a tree. He would get a 
new leaf each day from the Villagers. Ribs no 
longer has to sit in the dirt since he got a wheel-
chair that was in the First Container. 

3 months later 

Ribs injured himself and he did not seek medical attention. 
His wound became infected and he died of Septicaemia. 

Ribs loved his wheelchair. He decorated it with flowers and 
tied it to his house at night. It enabled him to look people in 
the eye and not from his position sitting on the ground. 

When Ribs knew he was dying he asked to be buried with his 
wheelchair so he could use it in Heaven… and that’s exactly 
what happened. 
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Night Time Discussions 
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The Composting Toilets  — January 2017 

Working on the floor of the toilet building Inside a cubicle with the exhaust flue and fan in the foreground 

Fan solar power supply top left of picture Waiting for the woven palm mats to be used for the internal walls 



 

Kiriwina Man Page 93 

The Composting Toilets  —April 2017 

Almost Finished 
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The Composting Toilets—April 2017 

Right: Maintaining the exhaust Fans 

Left: Signage indicating that they should wash their 
hands after each visit. 
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Kiriwina Fishing 

People say the Emanuel is the best diver in the Trobriand     
Islands—you just ask him! He usually goes diving at night, 
sometimes on his own with a waterproof flashlight. One 
morning I was greeted with this  - Not a bad night’s work. 
The fish are either sold or distributed through the villages. 

Heading for the surface Not a bad night’s work 
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The Well Pump —April 2017 
I looked everywhere for a well pump. I fi-
nally found a business in Eltham that sold 
manual Well Pumps that would suit the 
well at the Primary School. The Village of 
“One Day” also wanted a Well Pump so I 
bought two. 

Why was the village called “One Day” … 
because whenever the man who started the 
village got any money he always managed 
to spend it, in one day. 

Anyway, the first Pump was installed and it 
broke down a couple of days later. I used 
the second Pump to repair it. Over the next 
few weeks the Pump broke down an addi-
tional four times …. In four different plac-
es. I went back to the man in Eltham and 
he gave me another Pump at no charge. 
That Pump also failed so I went looking for 
another Pump which I found in Canada. I 
imported the Pump, then took it to 
Kiriwina on the next trip. That Pump has 
lasted five years and it has worn out only 
recently. 

I am now trying to get Funding to buy an-
other Pump but I have no hope of getting 
it there till the Covid nightmare ends.  

Thanks Matt for making the Pump stands. 
First test of the pump at the primary school 
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The Anthropologist  

I met Sergio Jarillo de la Torre on Kiriwina in November 
2016. Sergio was working for the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington DC. He had been living with the Kiriwina 
Community for two years and could speak and write their 
language (Kilivila), fluently. Sergio lived in a village towards 
the middle of the Island and he became one of the locals.  

Sergio got around on a push bike.  Like me, he complained 
that he didn't like eating yams. Here he is talking to John 
Tosieru who is helping him to identify people in photos that 
had been taken by other Anthropologists many years before. 
Sergio has written a Book as a result of his time on the island 
and it is available online at 

 https://scholarlypress.si.edu/store/new-releases/trobriand-tales-kwanebuyee-kilivila-

folktales-and-/   

Sergio now lives in Melbourne and works at Melbourne University 

https://scholarlypress.si.edu/store/new-releases/trobriand-tales-kwanebuyee-kilivila-folktales-and-/
https://scholarlypress.si.edu/store/new-releases/trobriand-tales-kwanebuyee-kilivila-folktales-and-/
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The Emergency Medicine 
Dr Gee told me  that the PNG government advised all hospi-
tals that it was unable to supply basic medicines due to lack 
of funds. This meant that the people of Kiriwina would suffer 
greatly till funding was available. Through the magic of Rota-
ry I was put on to Dr David Marsh of the Marsh Foundation. 
The Marsh Foundation has helped us greatly by supplying 
Funding to assist us in sending the first Container to 
Kiriwina. Once I explained the situation to Dr Marsh he and 
his Family who run the Marsh Foundation got together and 
contacted Pharmaceutical Companies in Melbourne who 
were able to supply what I estimate to be a $20,000 worth of 
medicines, for Kiriwina. These included Antibiotics and Pain 
Killers which are the primary needs when working in Tropi-
cal Disease. 

Many patients on Kiriwina suffer from tropical ulcers and in-
fections that may kill you if Antibiotics are not administered.   

I was able to get the boxes to Brisbane where a Port Moresby 
Rotarian was able to include them in a Container that he was 
sending to Port Moresby. The problem, then, was to get them 
to Alotau, which can only be achieved by ship as there is no 
road from POM to Alotau. After a long delay I found the   

only way I could get them to Alotau was with the assistance of 
the Government. The Government Official stored them under 
his house till he was ready to take them to Kiriwina. I sent peo-
ple to his house three times but his Staff would not release the 
goods.  I finally used Facebook to publicise this problem and got 
the medicines on to a boat to the island. I don’t understand why 
you would delay such an important shipment with the risk of 
losing lives to even basic infections. Many thanks to the Marsh 
Foundation for their wonderful help. Dr Gee was doing hand-
stands when they arrived. 

The medicines in my garage waiting for the courier 
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What next for Kiriwina 
Its highly unlikely that Kiriwina will ever get any substantial business or 
manufacturing presence on the island even into the distant future. The 
lack of even basic resources including water, crops or service business capa-
bility will result in Kiriwina remaining as it is today. Even the prospect of a 
Tourism Industry seems distant due to lack of basic infrastructure. 

It has been my opinion that Education is the only option for the young 
people of Kiriwina to be able to provide them with a future most probably 
located on the mainland. 

Our Rotary Club has been sponsoring two young people to enable them to 
become Primary School Teachers by completing a three year course on the 
Mainland. Darren is going to a Teachers College in Madang and Kiwa is at 
a College in Rabaul. They are now in their Third and Final year. Next year 
they will be able to return to the island and they will improve the Standard 
of Education there by giving the children the Education they need.  

It has not been an easy road to get where they are now. They attended 
High School on the Island for Years 9 and 10, living at the Kiriwina High 
School because of the difficulties of travelling the 20 Kms from and to 
home. They then spent two years away from their families at very young 
age to live at the High Schools on the Mainland for Years 11 and 12. Once 
they completed Year 12 they then still had to remain away from their fami-
lies for another three years at Teachers College, only being able to return 
for the Christmas Breaks. Darren hopes to be able to save enough earnings 
from his future Teaching job to be able to attend University in Port Mores-
by to become an Economics Graduate. 

Just looking at them today, you would not believe that they spent most of 
their lives living in grass huts. They are a credit to their parents and the 
Family Culture of Kiriwina Village Life. 

If you would like to help young people like these then please refer to the 
information regarding donating to Support the Education Aid Project. 

Darren 

Kiwa 
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Kiriwina Man —April 2019 

At my last meal at Kiriwina I was sitting with Emanual at The Lodge. We were alone at a table with two young trainee waitresses 
standing nearby. One of the girls came over to Emanuel and whispered in his ear. She then stood back and looked at me, wide eyed, 
and returned to where she had been standing.  

I asked Emanuel what she had said. 

Emanuel replied that she whispered that I should be eating with my knife and fork while I was sitting with the Dim Dim 
(Foreigner).  

I then asked what did he tell her? 

Emanuel said “its Okay, Alan is a Kiriwina Man” 
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